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instigators of the war. That would also make our position
impossible in our own country, where we must appear as
having been forced into war. Our situation is all the more
difficult, inasmuch as Serbia has apparently yielded to a
very great degree. Therefore we cannot refuse the media-
tor's role, and must submit the English proposal to the
consideration of the Vienna Cabinet, especially as London
and Paris continue to make their influences felt in St
Petersburg. I request Count Berchtold's opinion on the
English suggestion, as likewise his views on M. Sazonov's
desire to negotiate directly with Vienna.31
But by the time Tschirschky presented this communi-
cation to Berchtold, the Austrian Minister replied that
"now, since the opening of hostilities on the part of Serbia
and the ensuing [Austrian] declaration of war, England's
move was made too late."32 Berchtold had faced his ally,
as well as Europe, with the jait accompli of war with Serbia,
and so "cut the ground from any attempt at intervention."
There has been much discussion as to the sincerity of
Bethmann's action in this matter. On this same evening
the Austrian Ambassador at Berlin, Szogyeny, telegraphed
to Berchtold at 9:15 P. M.:
[1] The Foreign Secretary [Jagow] very decisively -in-
formed me in strict confidence that the German Government
would shortly acquaint Your Excellency with possible
English proposals of mediation.
[2] The German Government give the most positive
assurance that they do not identify themselves in any
way with the proposals, they are even decidedly against
their being considered, and- they only forward them, in
compliance with the English request.
[3] In doing ,so they are guided by the view that it
is of the utmost importance that England should not make
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